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END, VOTEVETS.ORG REPORT. 

 

The workers at the VA have reacted to the Commission on Care report, and this is what they say: 
Looking out for the Veterans, our patients.  

• Dumping veterans on high-cost, low-quality private providers will lead to worse care for 
veterans and joblessness for dedicated VA employees.  

• But there’s one group that benefits handsomely: the private, for-profit health care industry. 
• It’s no surprise that Commissioners wrote a blank check to the health care industry with this 

report – 4 Commissioners are private health executives that stand to make a fortune from it.  
• These recommendations are a windfall for profit-hungry hospital corporations looking to make a 

buck off the suffering of America’s war heroes.  
• We believe that caring for veterans should never be made into a profit-making enterprise. 

 
Privatization will bring WORSE health care. 

• The Commission states clearly that the VA’s integrated, veteran-centric care model is better 
than private sector care, yet they advocate for large-scale privatization anyway. One has to 
question whether some Commissioners’ interest is helping veterans, or their corporate friends.  

• As it stands now, 87% of private mental health providers are unprepared to treat veterans.  



• It is far better for veterans and taxpayers to invest in the only system tailored to veterans that is 
already proven to be better and has already made vast improvements. 

• The U.S. health care system is recognized worldwide as the least efficient in the developed 
world, while the VA is model for cost effectiveness, clinical outcomes, and preventive care. Why 
on Earth would anyone suggest dumping millions of veterans into such a broken system? 

 
Board of Directors: 

• Giving the power to close hospitals and spend resources to an unaccountable board of highly-
paid directors will put a costly layer between veterans and the health care they earned.  

• We have no reason to suspect that the board will reflect the veterans’ voice any more than the 
private-hospital-executive and Koch-Brothers-stacked Commission on Care did.  

• The board will be highly-secretive since it is not subject to open meeting requirements under 
the Federal Advisory Committee Act, and may also not have to comply with FOIA.  

 

And your actions haven’t made any sense to workers OR veterans. 

1. Johnson Said The Ultimate Solution To The Problems With Healthcare Within The VA System Is 
To Give Veterans Access To The Private Healthcare System. According to The Associated Press, 
“Johnson said the ultimate solution to problems with health care within the VA system is to give 
veterans access to the private health care system.” [Associated Press, 5/31/16] 

2. Cited Tomah Scandal As A Reason For Privatization 
 
Johnson Said The Tomah VA Was An Example Of How “Government Run Bureaucracy… Does 
Not Deliver The Best” Service. According to The Leader-Telegram, “While he insisted he doesn’t 
question the motives of Democrats ‘we all want a prosperous, safe and secure America,’ he said 
Johnson strongly believes those on the other side of the political spectrum have the wrong ideas 
about how to achieve those goals. The key, he said, is to stop looking to government for 
solutions. Johnson pointed to the allegations regarding overprescribing of painkillers at the VA 
Medical Center in Tomah as an example. While he said the facility appears to have fine doctors, 
nurses and administrators, ‘there’s just something about a government run bureaucracy that 
does not deliver the best quality or the best price or the best customer service..’” [Leader-
Telegram, 3/15/15] 
 

3. Johnson Blamed Tomah VA Scandal On Problems Inherent With A “Government-Run Health 
Care System.” During an interview with News Channel 7’s Jacqueline Policastro, Johnson said, 
“[The Tomah VA scandal] is the tip of the iceberg. We would've liked to think there's just one 
problem with the VA in Arizona. Or, okay, two problems with Tomah. I don't believe that. First of 
all, I have to underscore the fact that we're dealing with a government-run health care system. 
We're dealing with a government bureaucracy. And, I don't know too many people that look at a 
bureaucratic system as being highly efficient, highly-effective, very cost effective.” 
[WSAW, 3/29/15] 
 

4. Johnson Used The Tomah VAMC Scandal To Argue Against Government Health Care. According 
to Ashland Daily Press, “He said under ObamaCare, the nation was moving in the direction of 

http://www.seattletimes.com/news/senate-probe-finds-systemic-failure-at-wisconsin-va-facility/
http://www.wsaw.com/home/headlines/Senator-Ron-Johnson-Speaks-About-Tomah-VA-Scandal-297924171.html


greater government control. ‘Unlike in 2010 when they passed ObamaCare, America 
understands what a government run single-payer system looks like; the VA system,’ he said. 
Johnson said the overmedication scandal the VA was currently involved with was the result of 
government bureaucracy inherent in a single-payer system. ‘We have to get off this path of 
ObamaCare that is leading us towards a government-run single payer system that is not going to 
be good for our health interests,’ he said.” [Ashland Daily Press,8/7/15] 

5. Johnson Denied That He Was Politicizing Issues At The VA. According to The Associated Press, 
“Johnson, telling reporters before the hearing he intends to be the “watchdog of the watchdog,” 
denied that he was politicizing issues at the VA.” [Associated Press, 5/31/16] 

6. Johnson Argued That A Government Run Hospital Such As The VA Would Not Be Able To 
Deliver The Best Quality Care. According to WEAU, in a town hall meeting, Johnson was asked 
about the Tomah VA scandal and said, “Not that the doctors are bad, not that the nurses are 
bad, not that the people aren’t trying to do a good job, there’s just something about a 
government run bureaucracy that does not deliver the best quality at the best price with the 
best level of customer service.” [WEAU, 3/14/15] (VIDEO) 
 

7. Johnson On The VA: “It’s A Government Run Health Care System” Which Makes It “Very 
Difficult” To Drive Quality Improvements, Lower Costs. During an interview with Ron Johnson, 
Charlie Sykes asked, “Your thought about how we got to where we are right now with the VA?” 
Johnson replied, “Well, first of all it’s a government run health care system. And, so, how do you 
drive quality improvements, customer service improvements, how do you drive down costs 
lower in a bureaucracy? It’s very difficult. In the private sector, you’ve got free market 
competition which drives – that’s that discipline that produces those things. And government 
bureaucracy, you really need disclosure. You need public opinion to force the type of changes 
that we have to bring on with the VA.” [Charlie Sykes Insight, 4/1/15] (VIDEO, 
150401_ASN_338_C.mp4) 
 

8. Johnson On The Veterans’ Choice Program: “I Believe The Long-Term Solution On VA Hospitals 
Is, Start Moving It Toward A Private System.” “They’ve got to set a standard somehow. And no 
matter – let’s say they did it 50 miles by highway, you might be – at some point down there they 
have to set a standard, and you’re going to be in it, or you’re going to be out it. I’ll tell you from 
my standpoint, I believe the long-term solution on VA hospitals is, start moving it more toward a 
private system – which is kind of, this is part, this is a step.” [Ron Johnson At Lakeshore Family 
Restaurant, Wautoma, 3/14/15] (VIDEO, 150314_ASN_327_A, 13:06) 
 

9. Johnson Called For Privatizing The VA Despite Saying Most Veterans Are Satisfied With The 
Care They Receive 
 
“Johnson Said He Wanted To Emphasize That It Is His Understanding In Talking To Veterans 
That They’re Very Satisfied, In General, With The Care They Receive From The VA.” According 
to Lakeland Times, “Johnson said he wanted to emphasize that it is his understanding in talking 
to veterans that they’re very satisfied, in general, with the care they receive from the VA. ‘The 
wait times are too long, the traveling is too long,’ he said. ‘But the vast majority of nurses, 

http://www.apg-wi.com/ashland_daily_press/news/johnsons-talks-issues-during-stop-in-ashland/article_7c8f03b8-3d73-11e5-a2f5-5bd3a5a2aee4.html
http://www.seattletimes.com/news/senate-probe-finds-systemic-failure-at-wisconsin-va-facility/


doctors and administrators working in the [VA] health care system are doing a really good job. 
We always need to keep that in mind.’” [Lakeland Times, 8/10/15] 
 

10. Ron Johnson Said The “Vast Majority” Of Veterans He Speaks With Are Satisfied With The Care 
They Are Getting. According to The Associated Press, “Johnson said that he ‘absolutely’ believed 
there were problems at other VA facilities across the country not being found by the inspector 
general’s office, but the ‘vast majority’ of veterans he speaks with are satisfied with the care 
they are getting.” [Associated Press, 5/31/16] 
 

11. Johnson’s Plan To Privatize The VA Was Unpopular In Wisconsin 
 
Public Policy Polling: Ron Johnson May Be Hurt By His Support For Privatizing The VA Health 
System. According to Public Policy Polling, “Ron Johnson continues to be in deep trouble for 
reelection. Only 35% of voters approve of him to 42% who disapprove, and he trails Russ 
Feingold 46/39 in a head to head match up. One issue that may be hurting Johnson is his 
support for privatizing the Veterans Affairs (VA) health care system. Only 24% of voters in the 
state support doing that, to 68% who disapprove. There’s bipartisan opposition to the proposal 
with Democrats (76/15), independents (68/24), and Republicans (57/33) all strongly opposed to 
the concept. 57% of voters say Johnson’s stance on VA privatization makes them less likely to 
vote for him, compared to only 29% who consider it a positive. Among the critical independent 
voters who will make or break Johnson’s reelection chances, 58% are less likely to support him 
because of this stand.” [Public Policy Polling, 3/31/16] 

Senator Johnson, please join your constituents in the majority. HELP the VA by supporting it, not tearing 
it down for privatization. Support our veterans and those who care for them.  

 

http://www.rivernewsonline.com/main.asp?SectionID=6&SubSectionID=47&ArticleID=68879
http://www.seattletimes.com/news/senate-probe-finds-systemic-failure-at-wisconsin-va-facility/
http://www.publicpolicypolling.com/pdf/2015/WisconsinPrimaryPoll33116.pdf


 


